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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR:

Term 3 has yet again proven to
be a busy, yet very productive
term here at Russell. Despite the
ongoing battle with the Covid 19
pandemic, the political unrest we
suffered in July and the tight
academic schedules, we
managed to get our matric
learners prepped and ready for
their Trial Examinations, whilst still
squeezing in a bit of fun.
We also welcome Tamara
Maharaj to the editorial team. I
am so grateful to have another
great ‘junior journo’ on board.
Get ready for a bumper second
edition of The Razzle!
Regards
Ms Harris
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TEACHER FEATURE
By Gabriella Zeeman & Yolanda Magwaza
MRS CRAWFORD, GRADE 10 HOD & ART TEACHER
Interviewed by Gabriella
What is your favourite drink?
‘I love chocolate milkshake and
the best place to get them is at
Roco Mama’s’.
Tell us more about your pets at
home.
‘I have 4 dogs in total. My dog is
called Fairy,
and the other 3 belong to my
kids.
They are rescue dogs and of
mixed breed. Their names are
Riley, Phoebe and Patch.’
Do you have any hobbies?
‘Even though I teach art, I also
enjoy being artistic at home. I
Have you done any overseas paint and draw. I enjoy doing
travelling?
crosswords, hiking and taking
‘I have been fortunate
walks. But, in all honesty, running
enough to visit Paris, France
after my family is pretty much the
and London. Of all the places I thing that consumes most of my
have visited, Istanbul in Turkey time 😊 😊
has been my absolute
favourite. I would love to visit
Prague for the old
architecture and ancient
feeling of the place.’

TEACHER FEATURE
By Gabriella Zeeman & Yolanda Magwaza
MR MARITZ , GRADE 9 HOD, BUSINESS STUDIES & ACCOUNTING
TEACHER
Interviewed by Yolanda
Where did you grow up?
‘I was born and raised in
Postmansburg in the Northern Cape.
What were your favourite subjects in
high school?
‘I enjoyed Accounting and strangely
enough,
Mathematics too.’

What is your favourite colour and
favourite food?
‘People would assume it is blue,
since my entire classroom is blue,
but actually it is green.
My favourite food is a nice juicy
steak and chocolate brownies.’
What is your dream holiday
destination?
‘I would love to visit Morocco to
experience their culture and art.

Any funny stories from your youth that
you would like to share?
My sister flew to London to visit me
when I was over there many years
ago. I told her to wear an orange
Cheetahs rugby shirt so that she
would ‘stick out’ and I would find her
easily. I don’t know what happened
but I couldn’t find her anywhere. It
took me 5 hours to find her as the
airport in London is massive. My mom
kept phoning and phoning to check
whether my sister had arrived and I
was too scared to answer the phone,
because I had lost my sister already. I
answered after the 5 long hours of
panicking.

SUBJECT CHOICES
&
CAREER ADVICE
Mr Maritz was asked his advice for grade 9 students making
subjects choices for next year.

How do the lines work?
Firstly, all learners HAVE to do
7 subjects. It is compulsory to
take English Home Language,
an additional language such
as Afrikaans First Additional,
isiZulu First Additional or isiZulu
Home Language.
Mathematics or Mathematics
Literacy is compulsory as well
as Life Orientation.
Learners may then choose 3
additional subjects from lines
104 to 106.
104: Geography/Visual Arts/Drama/Life Sciences
105: Physical Science/Computer Applications/Geography/Drama
106: Hospitality Studies/Business Studies/Accounting/Life Sciences

It is very important that learners do their research, as Tertiary Institutions
require certain combinations of subjects for certain degrees. Having said
that, learners are advised to make subject choices that are realistic and
based on their capabilities, talents and interests, and NOT on unrealistic
ideals, big salaries or dreams. Make sure to research careers, subject
requirements, pass requirements, and take a hard, realistic look at yourself
and your abilities.

CLASS LEADERS TERM 3 & 4
It is expected of class leaders to set an example of good
behaviour to fellow learners in their class, assist their register
teacher with administrative tasks such as the fetching of
registers, letters going out to parents etc and any other tasks
they may be asked to assist with.
Class
12K
12M
12P
12Z

Names of
Alluta Maphanga
Mbali Khumalo
Banele Xulu
Amahle Khoza

leaders:
Amanda Base
Olwethu Mchunu
Thando Myaka
Jordan Visagie

11H
11K
11R
11S

Yolanda Ngcobo
Noluthando Khoza
Simnqobile Kofane
Thandolwethu Mnikathi

Nqobile Mngadi
Kendre de Wee
Luyanda Noë
Laiken Thring

10A
10H
10L
10M

Amahle Makhathini
Nonduduzo Memela
Zama Dlamini
Sinegugu Mbona

Siyethaba Miya
Sinethemba Madonda
Minenhle Khumalo
Owethu Kunene

9C
9L
9M
9S

Esihle Dlamini
Sgcinweyinkosi Mtshali
Andiswa Mazibuko
Aphiwokuhle Mhlongo

Andisiwe Kheswa
Nompilo Nkabini
Neliswa Mthembu
Sithabile Xulu

8Z
8M
8K
8S

Zokuthula Mzobe
Sibongamusa Jele
Tia Knock
Yonwaba Mjoba

Esethu Pita
Sthabile Mthembu
Anotha Zondo
Tasneem Fortein

“A good leader inspires others with confidence in him;
a great leader inspires them with confidence in
themselves. ” – Unknown

Celebrating women
- Tamara Maharaj
National Women’s Day is more than a day where women are celebrated, it
marks the day when women of all races came together and stood as one and
reminded the world of just how strong we are.
On the 9th of August 1956, 20 000 women of every race marched to the union
buildings in Pretoria. This was to petition against the proposed amendments to
the Urban Areas Act of 1950, which was referred to as ‘pass laws’, which
required South Africans who were defined as ’black’ under The Population
Registration Act, to carry an internal passport, known as a passbook. This served
to control urbanization, maintain population segregation and control migrant
labour during the apartheid era. This march was led by Lillian Ngoyi, Helen
Joseph, Rahima Moosa and Sophia Williams. These women left 14 000 petitions
at the office doors of prime minister J.G Strydom. They stood silently for 30
minutes and then began to sing a protest song, made just for the occasion,
‘wathint' abafazi,wathint' imbokodo’ (now you have touched the women, you
have struck a rock). This march was extremely important and signified the
stereotype of women as politically inept and immature, tied to home was
outdated and incorrect. The first National Women’s day was celebrated on 9
August 1995.
Today women stand together and continue to fight for our rights, for what we
believe in and for what is right. Here’s to strong women, may we know them,
may we raise them, may we be them.

In celebration of women’s month, we thought it fitting to
interview an exceptional lady about her life and career.
She’s a Russell High School past pupil, the famous Jo-Ann
Reyneke from the SABC 3 series
THE ESTATE.
What an absolute privilege and my thanks go out to Asive
Majeke and her mom, Mrs Majeke, for setting up this inspiring
interview.

Jo-Anne Reyneke
RHOG & Award
Winning Actress
By Asive Majeke
When did you attend Russell High?
‘I started grade 8 in the year 2000 and
Matriculated in 2005.’
What did you do after matriculating?
‘I attended a Movie Tech Film and
Television College in Durban. My main
subjects were music and acting, and
having taken drama as a subject at
Russell, I felt slightly under-utilised at
that college.
Who inspired you to become an actress?
‘Strangely enough I grew up watching
a lot of soap operas, and my inspiration
came from the famous Brooke Logan
from The Bold and the Beautiful. I was so drawn to her as an
actress as she would always play these emotional scenes and
play every scene so differently and convincingly, and her
ability to cry genuine, heartfelt tears is something I have
carried with me throughout my career.’

What was your first acting gig?
‘It all started in church, funny enough.
Whenever there was a production I
would always take charge and cast
myself as Mother Mary and the producer
and cast director 😊. We did many
sketches in church and I loved
performing and receiving the praise and
seeing how happy it made everyone
feel. That is where the acting bug bit, as
they say.’
What do you love most about acting?
‘Acting, for me, is like real-life therapy. It is
a slice of real-life either on stage or TV
where you need to step into the shoes of
someone else and portray them
authentically. Whatever is going on in
your personal life, you need to set aside
and become your character when on
set. If you are feeling down, but your
character is celebrating a birthday for
instance, it can be very therapeutic
stepping into that role while the cameras
are rolling. As an actress, I am forced to
give my character 100% truth, no matter
what my current mood is. I have to put
down my own emotional baggage and
that is real therapy.’

Have you had any bad or negative experiences as an
actress?
‘I have been lucky to not have experienced any biased,
discrimination or even sexual harassment throughout my
career, which is very rare, as sexual harassment is rampant in
this industry. Sadly, young actresses are often victimised by
agents or producers who hold their careers in their hands and
thereby take advantage of their positions. Luckily, I am very
loud and very outspoken, so I guess that has protected me
against abuse as I am very vocal and quick to make a noise
when something doesn’t feel right. Knowing your worth and
knowing what you will and won’t tolerate in this business is a
powerful tool.’

Any advice for aspiring actresses?
‘I think it is very important to have a
plan B. This is not an immediate
money-making career. One CAN
certainly earn very well, but it is
important to equip yourself with
other skill sets as acting jobs come
and go, so be smart with your
money, invest in property and do
other jobs while perfecting your
craft in the industry. As far as acting
goes, always be a blank canvas
willing to be painted on. Be open to
every possibility to avoid
typecasting. Watch other actors
that you admire. Watch them
prepare for roles, watch how they
interact with directors, other cast
members and learn from them.
Remain professional at all times. If
you acquire a bad reputation or
come across as inflexible, you will
not find work. Don’t ever think that
you have arrived. Remain humble,
keep sharpening the knife and
align yourself with the right people
from the get-go. We welcome new
talent in this industry. If this truly is
your passion, go for it. Nothing can
stop you BUT YOU.
Jo-Anne & Co star Sdumo Mtshali

DAYS OF OUR LIVES
As part of the Grade 11 fundraising efforts, we hosted an “old school vs
new school” day. We challenged the learners to dress in “vintage” attire
and the teachers to find their inner youth or “street cred”. Some girls
wowed us with their efforts and it turned out to be a very enjoyable
activity.
Here are some pictures below of the outfits we came up with.

Staff trying to act “with it” 😊

MATRIC ART EXHIBITION

A highlight on the school calendar each year
and once again, the girls did not disappoint.
Mrs. Crawford’s learners delivered some
spectacular work. We are super proud and in
awe of your talent.

SPRING DAY FUN
In celebration of Spring Day, our
Grade 8’s chalked up the school
driveway. They decorated it with
some beautiful flowers in vivid
colours and of course, their
beautiful smiles and happy,
cheerful faces.

ON THE MENU
HOCA is FUN at RHS
Ms. Rohan put the matrics through their paces in
terms of their Hospitality Practical exam.
Starter:
Vol-au-vent, cauliflower
soup and herb flatbread
Main Course:
Chicken breast stuffed with
peppadew and cream cheese
and a side of vegetables and
duchess potatoes.
Dessert:
Coffee mousse with a salted
caramel sauce

"Cooking is all about people. Food is maybe the only universal thing that
really has the power to bring everyone together. No matter what culture,
everywhere around the world, people eat together.” – Guy Fieri

Some questions posed to Miss Rohan about the practical:
What are the skills that are tested during the exam?
I test the girls on knife skills, garnishing techniques, time
management, plating techniques and how they maintain
general food hygiene practices.
What was the décor theme of the practical exam?
I drew inspiration from the colours blue, black and yellow.
What would you like to see improvement on? The girls definitely
need to learn to work neater. Cleaning as you go is a great
principal to follow. Also, time management could be better. At
the end of the day, they did do a splendid job and I am very
pleased with the results.

LIFE IN PICTURES
Russell is a unique school. Our teachers
are unique, our learners are unique and
we often do things OUR way. Here is a
tiny glimpse of some different moments
here at RHS.

Only Miss Khanyile can turn a clinic
visit into a party!

TEACHERS GETTING THEIR VACS ON.
SOME OF US RECEIVED FOREIGN
JABS THOUGH, LIKE ‘GENZEEN AND
GENZEEN’

😉

So, what do you do when it is 07:45 on a freezing August
morning and you have 27 learners turning into icicles? You let
them defrost of course!

Working outside is SOOOO much better! 😊

WINTER WARM UPS
MATRIC FLASH MOB, LOOKING GOOD GIRLS!!!

STAFF
NEWS
The Stork will be very busy at Russell High this year. We have
not one, but TWO more pregnant fairies!
Mrs Killerby-Swart and Mrs Kershaw

Mrs. Kershaw declined to be photographed, since her tummy is still small, so
this cartoon – lady kindly stepped in 😉😊
Interview by Nqobile Luthuli
How far along are you?
S- I am 29 weeks, so just over 7
months
K- I am 18 weeks, about 4!⁄"
months
Do you know the gender?
S- I do! It’s a boy!
K- I have been given the
opportunity to find out but I am
not going to.

Have you begun preparing for the
arrival?
S- Yes, We’ve got a cot, pram
nappies and clothes, we have
started but are not yet complete
with preparation.
K- kind of, I’d like to say that we are
mentally prepared. However we
are in the process of moving to a
new home, so we haven’t been
buying too many things.

Are you nervous or excited ?
S- I’m excited, but I’m also a bit
nervous as this is something
completely new to me. This is
my first baby so to be a little bit
nervous is expected.
K- Excited! I am super excited.

Do you have a name yet?
S- Yes, I do, but it’s a
surprise.
K- We’ve probably got 40
names on our list. We
definitely don’t have it
boiled down to a short list

How do you look so great while
pregnant?
S- I don’t feel great, I feel quite
fat, but I’m just trying to eat
healthily, and take my vitamins.
K- I’m drinking water to make
sure I’m constantly hydrated.
I’m also trying to keep a well
balanced diet

What’s surprised you the most about pregnancy?
S- The kicking! The baby kicking is quite an unusual
sensation. Especially if you’ve never felt it before.
K- Probably how emotional I’ve been. I think everybody
warns you about your hormones being out of sync, but
you can’t prepare for it. I’ve also noticed that I’ve been
quite forgetful and I’ve been told that it’s called
‘pregnancy brain’.

A heartfelt congratulations to Mrs. Killerby-Swart and Mrs. Kershaw
#BABY KILLERBY-SWART
DUE NOVEMBER 2021

#BABY KERSHAW
DUE FEBRUARY 2022

“A new baby is like the beginning of all things—wonder,
hope, a dream of possibilities.”- Eda LeShan

STUDENT TEACHERS
Miss Neliswa Zondi Student Teacher in the Maths Department

‘Upon my arrival at Russell High School as a student teacher, I
was showered with a soothing warm welcome. This was my first
practical so to say I was a bit overwhelmed would be an
understatement, but my mentors, Mrs. Cheadee and Mrs. Moore
as well as the entire staff were incredibly there for me, providing
support and constantly checking up on me during the day and
soon enough, I found my balance. One thing I am grateful for is
the fact that the young ladies at Russell High are impressively
disciplined, they participate during lessons and are overall
exceptional students; they made saying goodbye to them at
the end of my teaching practice period much harder than I
thought it would be. I am grateful to the principal for granting
me access to the school and only hope I get to experience this
experience all over again soon.’- Ms. Zondi

Miss Daria Singh, Student Teacher in the English Department

‘The moment I found out I was placed at Russell High, I checked the
website and the first thing I saw was “Education with heart” and I never
understood that until I walked the halls of this incredible school ! Never
have I ever received a warmer welcome than I did the morning I arrived
for my first ever Teaching practical ! From the security at the gate, to the
admin ladies in the office, Ma Thembi in the staff room and every other
incredible teacher I’ve met along the way welcomed me with a friendly
smile and kindness far beyond my greatest expectations . I am enjoying
my time in the English department working along side Mrs Kershaw, Ms
Harris and Mrs Kallicharan, I hope to learn as much as I can in this short
time I am here and with their combined wealth of knowledge and
support I know that I am well on my way to becoming an equally
amazing teacher ! Being surrounded by such strong, selfless women has
made being a student teacher at Russell High an even more rewarding
experience than I had anticipated! The staff have kept me motivated
and push me to be better, the pep talks are forever appreciated! The
students remind me everyday why I wanted to become a teacher , their
eagerness to learn makes teaching them all the more worth while and in
this short space of time, they have crept into my heart, each one filling a
space ! I cannot imagine walking out of these doors in a few weeks time.
Russell has impacted me in so many ways and I am forever grateful to
each and every person who has helped me along this journey! Russell
High will always have a piece of my heart !’- Ms. Singh

MEET THE TEAM
LATEST ADDITIONS TO THE EDITORIAL TEAM MS. SINGH ON LAYOUT &
DESIGN AND TAMARA MAHARAJ OUR NEWEST JUNIOR JOURNO.

JUST FOR LAUGHS
A smile starts on the lips, a grin spreads to the eyes, a chuckle
comes from the belly; but a good laugh bursts forth from the soul,
overflows, and bubbles all around. — Carolyn Birmingham

THANK YOU
My sincerest thanks go out to our English student
teacher, Miss Daria Singh, for completely re-vamping
The Russell Razzle and for giving it a face-lift every
surgeon would be envious of!
Daria, it has been such a pleasure having you at
Russell and I thank you from the bottom of my heart
for your enthusiasm, your positivity and the hard work
you not only put into the newsletter, but in the
classroom as well.
You have been such a breath of fresh air and I
appreciate everything you have done for me
personally and for the newsletter.
The grade 8 girls and I are going to miss you!

Ms. Harris
We hope that you have sincerely enjoyed the latest
edition of the Russell Razzle and rely on your
ongoing support, so that we may grow from strength
to strength. For any comments, queries or
suggestions you are welcome to approach Ms Harris
or Ms Cheadee at any time, or contact the school
via our Facebook or Instagram page. Feedback will
be much appreciated.

Till next time…

