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E D I T O R I A L

We hope this newsletter finds you all in high spirits. As we reflect on the achievements
and milestones that have made the year truly remarkable, we have much to be proud

of. From welcoming new students and staff to organising events that bring out the best
in our learners.

Russell High planned an array of exciting events to engage and inspire students. House
events provided opportunities for friendly competition and collaboration, allowing
students to showcase their talents in various domains. These events not only foster
healthy competition but also promote teamwork, leadership, and personal growth.

One of the highly anticipated events on the school calendar is the annual Happiness
Day. This special day focuses on promoting the value of "Caring for others" through
our fundraising campaigns taken up by each grade, a market day to raise funds to
improve schooling facilities, and fun activities for learners to participate in.  Russell

High continues to inspire and nurture young minds, preparing them for a future of
success and fulfillment in all aspects of life.

 

M S  C H E A D E E  A N D
M I S S  M O H A N L A L

The Russell Razzle team would like to thank all staff who contributed to the content of this issue, from

write-ups sent in on the activities they were involved in to taking a quick photo, their contributions are

most certainly valued.

We want to give a big, heartfelt shoutout to all you awesome learners out there who shared your

incredible stories with us! 📚🌟 Your stories brighten our days and inspire us to keep doing what we do.



OUR LEADING TEAM - 2023
SENIOR LEADERS

Senior Leaders take up very special responsibilities as well as enforce discipline at school.
Some of their qualities include respect, dedication, leadership and self-discipline with a
supportive and caring nature. Vice Chairlady, Yolanda Magwaza, and Chairlady, Zama
Dlamini, worked well with the staff of Russell High to uphold our principles.

The rest of our SENIOR
LEADER team:

Samkelisiwe Hlatshwayo 
Yolanda Hlengwa 
Rebecca Ireland 

Amahle Jili 
Ria Kallicharan 

Avumile Khanyile 
Andisiwe Majola 
Precious Makoba 
Sinegugu Mbona 

Nonduduzo Memela 
Siphokazi Ngcobo 

Esihle Ngcobo 
Manda Nhlumayo 
Jayden-Lee Payne 

MENTORS

Mentors have a very special place in the Russell family. They nurture and care for
the Grade 8 learners to make them have a great start to high school. These ladies
respect themselves and everyone around them, they are loyal to the school, mind
their manners and try to help when needed.  
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By Nisha Priyanka Cheadee -12



HOUSE CAPTAINS 

House Captains motivate and inspire our young ladies to bring out the best in themselves,
from Cheerleading to the Poetry Competition and the famous Dance Drama. House
Captains and their Vice come up with unique ideas and inspire members in their house to
take part in activities throughout the year by guiding and supporting them.

Our House Captain and Vice Captains who did us proud this year are:

Campbell house

Captain: Minenhle Khumalo
Vice-captain: Nisha Priyanka Cheadee

Odell House

Schreiner House 

Stockdale House

Captain: Siyamthanda Hlela
Vice-captain: Manda Nhlumanyo

Captain: Precious Makoba.
Vice-captain: Zibusiso Makhathini

Captain: Esihle Ngcobo
Vice-captain: Anelisa Ngcobo
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Grade 8 Orientation

‘

May the Grade 8
LEARNERS have a

wonderful year and
many more years to

come at Russell high
school.

‘’High school is about finding who you
are, because that’s more important than
trying to be someone else’’ - Nick Jones.
 
On the 29th of January, the Mentors of
2023 hosted the Grade 8 Orientation.  
An event whereby they become
accustomed to the school environment.
Zenathi Khuzwayo (Chairlady of
Mentors) stated, “the whole program
was about letting the Grade 8s interact
with each other and be able to work as
a team, to get used to their new
environment and surroundings as well as
their peers and teachers. Our main aim
as the Mentors was letting them know of
our Sisterhood bond that we have at
Russell High School because it is crucial
to make sure that the foundation of the
school is strong as they will carry this
mentality of unity with them even if they
are not on school grounds.”
Vice chairlady, Khanyisa Makaula, said
that the orientation was a success in its
entirety and the grade 8s had a lot of
fun together, as the mentors had
prepared some fun activities for them to
do, and most of the activities required
them to work together as a team and
learn how to interact and share ideas in
order to solve a particular obstacle.
Noluthando Mncube (Mentor) said,”
part of the program was letting them
know about the history of our school,
and what the school is all about. We
planned games and obstacles to make
them realise the importance of unity
and being able to work together”. One
of the school’s sponsors is Pedros -
Russell High School was honoured to
have Pedros deliver some yummy treats
for the grade 8s.
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By Siphokazi Ngcobo -12



“The beading club allows
learners to show off their
creative side in a much more
relaxed atmosphere”, says Mrs
Jaggat. She is the co -teacher of
the beading club along with Ms
Rohan. Mrs Jaggat told us about
the bracelets that the girls were
working on, which were sold on
Happiness Day. There was also
the possibility of beading
competitions. We spoke to one
of the lovely beading girls and
she told us that the reason she
does beading is to express her
creativity as well as colour in an
artistic way. She also told us
about her favourite item that
she has made thus far. She said
that one day she would love to
work on a huge beadwork
mural.

‘‘To bead or not to bead. That is the question.’’

Beadwork is a creative way to express yourself and your ideas.
In the African culture, beads are a symbol of sexuality,
femininity, fertility, healing, spirituality, protection, and
wealth.
Beadwork took place on a Tuesday between 14:45 and 16:00
pm. Beadwork is a delightful extra-mural. Mrs Jaggat expressed
the following when asked why she chose to create a beadwork
club out of all things, her response was, “firstly, the resources
were available so she thought ‘why not?’ Also beadwork doesn’t
require a lot of physical strain and effort and allows the ladies
to be more creative. They get to be free and express themselves
as there is no right way to do it. She noticed that through
beadwork the ladies come out of their comfort zone and start
new friendships and shared their designs and creativity with
each other.”
Anesu Khoza of grade 11, eagerly explained, ‘‘I joined as I see
myself as a very creative person and after trying it out, I found
myself enjoying it and I get to express myself differently.’’ 

Okuhle Gule, grade 8, expressed a similar emotion as she
claimed that beading is a place where she can de-stress after a
grueling exam period and a place where she gets to use her
imagination and creativity.

Math club is an after-school programme that took                                                                            
place every Tuesday with Math whiz, Mrs Rajeev.

The club contained two segments : a Math Talk, where all
students were given a topic and  had to do a presentation on
the specific topic with learners from the same House. Each
group was given  10 minutes to present. The group that
presented well and most informatively, accumulated points
for their house.

The other segment of Math club was more of a traditional way
to learn Math. All the members of each house had to answer
Math related questions to win House points. They may even
have a chance to compete at provincial level.  Math club is a
great way to learn math and improve one’s skills while also
contributing to the schools activities.  

By Candice Holby - 12P
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By Sinqobile Jele - 9M



Fun with FitnessFun with Fitness

The Russell High Fitness Club has proven to be an excellent way
for our learners to stay fit and have fun while doing it! The club

helped learners to learn new, fun and exciting routines and
create unique bonds. 

“I joined the club because I liked working out and being active.
The more time I spent in the club, the more I fell in love with it”

exclaimed Siyethaba Ngubane - a member of the club. The
never-ending commitment and zeal to participate from the

young ladies has not only impressed the teachers in charge, but
also anyone lucky enough to witness any of their perfectly

synchronised dance/fitness routines. The hard work that the
ladies commit to is to be commended. 

by Lwandile Khuzwayo
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SPELLING BEE
Our Inter-house Spelling Bee took place earlier this year. Our Spelling
enthusiasts proudly represented their respective Houses while captains,
vice captains and cheerleaders cheered them on.
The junior competition took place in the Azalea Room with the grade 8s
as their spectators. The loud cheers of encouragement and excitement
was proof of the enjoyment the learners felt at their first inter-house
event. 
The senior competition took place in the hall with the seniors as
spectators. The girls came dressed in their distinctive House colours
filling the hall with an ocean of colour. The Spelling Bee was a huge
success as all participants performed exceptionally well.

Congratulations to Stockdale on winning the junior round and to
Schreiner for annihilating each word and claiming first place in the
senior round.                                                         

Interhouse Activity - Poetry Competition

by Naomi Adeosun

Everyone has something they are talented in. Be it baking, singing or dancing and Russell
High ensures that its learners get the chance to showcase their talents. Ladies from the
senior and junior divisions of their Houses took part in the inter-house poetry competition
and showcased their impeccable poetic skills.

Each learner was given time to prepare a well-structured and unique poem on a topic.
Although some participants were nervous, they presented themselves in an eloquent and
mature manner. The audience also related to the poems and listened intently.
Okuhle Sibiya in grade 8 who represented Campbell junior division stated that she felt
very proud. Her poem was about the differences of us South Africans and how we are
united, even with our problems ‘we are all in it together as a country!‘ She also felt that
the audience resonated with their speech because they added a sense of humour through
skits.

Shandre represented Stockdale senior division and said, “I was and still am felling nervous
as I kept forgetting my lines, but I’m proud of myself for trying and it feels as though a
weight has been lifted off my shoulders.”
Well done to all Houses on their powerful performances.

By Candice Holby - 12P
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Senior Prize-Giving

Prize-giving ceremonies are significant for
fostering a competitive spirit, motivating
individuals to strive for excellence, and
honouring those who have made significant
contributions to their studies. They also
serve as an opportunity to inspire others
and promote the values of hard work,
perseverance, and dedication.

It is with great enthusiasm that we reflect upon the
recent Grade 12 prize-giving ceremony, an event
that marked the conclusion of our learners’
educational journey at Russell High. This occasion
served as a touching reminder of the perseverance
and dedication demonstrated by both teachers and
learners.
Amidst a myriad of emotions, ranging from
sentimentality to tears of joy, the prize-giving
ceremony stood as a testament to the taxing efforts
invested by our students throughout their academic
endeavours., One pivotal aspect that rendered this
particular prize-giving ceremony all the more
remarkable was the exclusive acknowledgement
reserved only for our Grade 12 learners. Their
receiving of specialised awards highlighted not only
their scholastic achievements, but also their personal
growth and resilience in the face of challenges.
As we commemorate the conclusion of this significant
chapter in the lives of our learners, it is imperative to
recognise the collective commitment of our
educators and the unwavering support of our parent
community. The Grade 12 prize-giving ceremony
serves as a touching reminder of the transformative
power of education and the profound influence it
exerts in shaping the future endeavours of our youth.
The unforgettable impact of this event will continue
to resonate within the hearts and minds of our
students, driving them toward a future full with
promise and opportunity.



The matric lunch served as a
momentous affair, commemorating the
exceptional journey of the class of
2023. From the aesthetic entrance, a
captivating display of vibrant
decorations guided the path to the
elegantly adorned Azalea room. The
joyous echoes of cheers, rhythmic
music, and refreshing libations
welcomed our esteemed young ladies,
enveloping them in an aura of
celebration and reflection. Amidst
heartfelt embraces and emotional
reminiscences, an exquisite
assortment of culinary delights
tantalized the senses, fostering an
ambiance of excitement and
anticipation. Dressed in resplendent
hues, both the students and teachers
exuded an air of grace and charm,
lending an extra layer of brilliance to
the festivity. As the Azalea room
transformed into an enchanting dance
floor, it became evident that Mrs.
Kallicharan and her dedicated Grade
11 team had orchestrated an
unforgettable celebration, leaving an
indelible mark on the hearts of all in
attendance.

A Remarkable  Farewell:  
Matric  Lunch 2023  
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WINNER OF THE INTER-HOUSE  
CHOPPED COMPETITION 

Russell High is fortunate to have Miss Rohan, an accomplished Chef, leading the Hospitality Studies
class. Her proficiency, innovation, diligence, and attention to detail are second to none. Not to mention,
her infectious energy has won the hearts of the students. Under her guidance, the department has
scaled to new heights which is evident in the impressive practicals the girls showcase.

The winners of the competition took home
a set of exquisite Chef Knives, marking the
culmination of three intense rounds of
competitive cook-offs. With the judges'
taste buds primed for excitement, the girls
unleashed their culinary creativity,
incorporating secret ingredients into their
flavourful masterpieces.

GRADE 10GRADE 12



Laughter, music and pride drifted through the corridors of
Russell High as the matriculants did volunteer work alongside
the Rise Against Hunger team. Rise for hunger is a volunteer-

based meal packaging program which was established in South
Africa in 2009. The matric class of 2023 were involved in
packaging highly nutritious meals consisting of rice, soya,

dehydrated vegetable mix, etc. The Russell High matriculants
worked extremely hard and managed to package 28 000 meals

in just a few hours!

Music was played in the background to which our ladies sang
and danced. There was laughter all around with a bit of friendly

competition. Each team competed against each other to see
who would make the most packages - this definitely encouraged

them to work harder!

Kim Brown, one of the organisers of the event, said that Russell
High was a fantastic host and that her team enjoyed working

with the staff and learners. She also expressed, ‘‘It was great fun
and I can’t believe we managed to package 28000 meals

despite the short time limit. Nevertheless, we managed to do it
all while having fun, games and competing and we hope to

come back again soon. We are grateful to Russell for their hard
work and can’t wait to exceed the amount next time!’’

By Nisha Cheadee, 
Candice Holby  and 

Siphokazi Ngcobo - 12
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R I S E  A G A I N S T  H U N G E R



In August, we celebrated our annual Happiness Day
event. Our community spirit shone bright as we
embraced the act of giving back through monetary
contributions, aiding various charitable causes. We also
helped raise money for our school by having a market
day with all the proceeds going back to our school. 

We had our first EVER ‘masked singer’ competition.
Teachers and students alike competed to be the best
masked singer with the cutest, silliest and funniest
costumes. All our singers did an amazing job and
they were so brave. Congratulations to our winner,
Minenhle Khumalo, in Grade 12. Well done! Our
interhouse dance competition took place as well and
those girls set the stage on fire with their dance
routines. Congratulations to our winning house Odell.

HAPPINESS DAY

There was a buzz of excitement around the school as
all the girls were looking forward to the events of the
day. We had an array of stalls with some being
returning favourites and others being fresh concepts.
We had a wors roll stall, a cafe’, a game stall, and
more. Some of the newer stalls comprised of a waffles
and ice-cream and refreshing mocktails. They were all
a huge success and at the end of the day the wors roll
stall, run by Mr Maritz and the RCL, made the most
profit!

Happiness Day is a day that we look forward to as a school as it is a day for us to relax in the midst of all the
work and projects. Every year it continues to get better and it should remain something we look forward to. We
are very grateful to all parents with their daughters who supported us and a special thank you goes out to these
sponsors:  Mrs Moodley who sponsored the 9C stall with 26 litres of ice-cream, Singh’s Jumping Castles and
Hiring services for sponsoring a jumping castle for the AV Society’s Stall, our school tuck shop for providing
competition vouchers that could be used to get something yummy from our tuck shop and Bruce Scott Attorneys
for sponsoring R2000 for the RCL stall. A shout out of gratitude also goes out to the Russell staff who worked
very hard in planning and  executing the event.  
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by Naomi Adeosun and
 Neyuri Moodley - 9C



S P O R T
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Soccer 
 SOCCER CLINIC 

Earlier this year our soccer team went to Harry Gwala Stadium with other schools in
Pietermaritzburg for a Soccer Clinic with  Maritziburg United. Learners enjoyed meeting the
players in person and were privileged to interact with each player. The players imparted
knowledge and words of wisdom from a professional point of view and signed autographs and
took many selfies.

Our Russell ladies played Urara and Skipping games with other schools at the event. 

Iyanda Mtolo, a learner from Russell, said that she is passionate about soccer andher dreams
came true.  Lusanda Ngcobo said that it was a memorable day as she took pictures of her
favourite player. 

Karim Kimvuidi (KKK), who is a midfielder of the Maritzibug United Club, said that he had a
productive day with the learners and it was quite enjoyable.

The season started off slowly since the first team lost touch with their 'inner basketball
player' because of the time they lost during Covid-19, the teams fitness level declined which
effected the team, but they didn’t back down, instead they pushed and trained harder than
ever to succeed.

Thanks to Ms Matthee (basketball coordinator) and Mr Maritz (Grade 9 H.O.D), we had the
privilege to be coached by former KwaZulu-Marlins basketball player, Mthokozisi Masondo.
Coach Masondo brought the spark and fun to basketball while teaching us new drills that
improved our defense system as he made every practice fun and worthwhile.

by Manda Nhlumayo

Basketball

By Nozibusiso Madlala



Hockey 
by Manda Nhlumayo

After many hours of dribbling, flicking and scooping this year has come to
an end, we had many challenges, however, the hockey ladies did not falter
to make Russell proud!

Mrs Saley proved to be a saviour as she unequivocally supported and
encouraged the hockey squad to overcome their insecurities and fears on
the sport field. She filled the hockey squad’s hearts with passion by showing
her earnest interest in hockey. Her determination and enthusiasm led to the
team becoming stronger, motivated and goal-driven women in sport. 

The Russell Ladies and Mrs Saley would like to thank their amazing coach,
Miss Niemandt of her exemptional service offered to our school as our
ladies are proof of what an excellent coach she is. She has really
transformed our players. 
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"The X-Factor"

Exhibiting an unwavering commitment to personal growth and
achievement, this industrious Grade 11 student has recently been
bestowed with the prestigious Bronze Standard Certificate for the
Duke of Edinburgh's International Award, recognized as the esteemed
President's Award in South Africa. 

In August she attended a Study Skills workshop held by Love to live

and demonstrated a commendable dedication to self-improvement,
she attended the  Youth Empowerment Programme in October-
organised by Love to Live and hosted by Mehreen Mia, Award winning
Global Empowerment specialist. This initiative underscored the
significance of embracing individuality and cultivating self-awareness,
emphasising the pivotal role of self-awareness in fostering personal
empowerment. 

Through this enriching experience, she gathered invaluable insights on
the imperative facets of self-understanding, inclusive of one's
strengths, weaknesses, triggers, and emotional disposition. Reflecting
on her involvement in the program, she underscored the pivotal
realisation that genuine empowerment transcends the notion of
asserting authority over others, emphasizing its essence lies in
comprehending oneself and making conscientious, affirmative
decisions that serve the greater good.

Someleziwe Nama 

Make your Mark

MOdellingAfter successfully graduating top of class at ITE as a beginner
model, Lwandile Khoza in 11B proceeded to participate in
various modelling opportunities where she has performed
admirably in her participation in beauty pageants. Although
she started her journey in this fiercely competitive field only
in March 2022, she has already achieved remarkable success
in her modelling career. Last year, she participated in a
pageant called ‘Ms Benevolence’ and achieved the position
of first princess. She had a chance to showcase her skills at
the prestigious Durban July event and also took part in a
prominent fashion show in December of the previous year.
Furthermore, she emerged victorious in the ‘Ms Elandskop’
contest on 7th October this year.  We take immense pride in
recognising the extraordinary dedication she demonstrates
towards her modelling career.

by Lwandile Khuzwayo, 9M

Lwandile Khoza



BAllet

Ballet has always been a passion of Olethokuhle Hlanga in 9C, we had a lovely conversation with
her to find out more. She developed a passion for ballet as a little girl at the young age of 5!

She shared that, Ballet is not just about pointing your foot and wearing big, pretty tutus and smiling in front
of the camera. It is a consistent battle between your body and mind. It requires technique, flexibility, grace,
perfection and resilience. “You have to be more than willing to devote your time and energy, you must also
be prepared for a lot of blood, sweat and tears, literally. There are many requirements to ensure that you are
the “perfect” ballerina”, Olethokuhle expressed.

Over the recent years, Olethokuhle, has been fortunate enough to be part of a few shows, which
have been very exciting as well as a nerve-wracking experience for her. In 2021, she was part of
“Cinderella” and later in 2022 was part of “Peter Pan and Tinkerbell”. She also managed to get
into the KZN Youth Ballet Company where she was taught many different forms of dance by
professional dancers.

Miss love to live 2023
Love to Live is a distinguished non-profit organization
committed to fostering a culture of positivity and
wellbeing within the community. Embracing this year's
theme, "Yes to Life", the organisation has actively
championed a collective effort to combat self-harm,
substance abuse, violence, and bullying, particularly
within schools.

A pivotal moment in Love to Live's calendar is the
annual gathering held at the  Protea grounds, where
schools in Pietermaritzburg converge to showcase their
diverse talents, ranging from captivating musical
performances, enthralling dance displays, compelling
poetry recitals, thought-provoking essays, and
engaging poster competitions. This dynamic event
spans an entire weekend, featuring a lively Fun Run and
the much anticipated Mr and Miss Love to Live
pageants.

This year we were proud to have Nisha Priyanka
Cheadee from Grade 12, participate and crowned Miss
Love to live, she captivated the audience with her
remarkable ability in modelling, dance, and speech
skills. As an ambassador for Love to Live, she has
embarked on a mission to amplify the organisation's
core values, spearheading impactful campaigns such as
"No Suicide, No Drugs."

She volunteered at the Comrades Marathon this year,
joining Naptosa KZN at Ashburton, dedicating herself
and braving the cold from the early hours of 4:30 am to
assist with various tasks, including, aiding in the setup
and distribution of refreshments to the runners, and
helping in clean-up activities.

Notably, she graced the Love to Live Awards 2023, an
event honouring the youth as the future pillars of our
nation, as well as celebrating the indispensable role of
women in society.

Her address during the Women's Month
celebration, themed "Women: Pillars of
Society," underscored the invaluable
contributions of women.

In her commitment to empowering
women and youth, Nisha recently
accompanied a group of learners from
Russell High to a specialised 'Study Skills'
workshop organised by Love to Live. Her
unwavering dedication to fostering a
more empowered and resilient
generation speaks to her profound
aspirations for a brighter, more
equitable future.

Nisha Priyanka
Cheadee
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Neyuri Moodley, a Grade 9 student, was among
the chosen group that embarked on a memorable
trip to England and Ireland. Along with Neyuri,
five other Russell High School girls shared the
experience: Tia Knock (Grade 10), Mphato Enhle
Nxumalo, and Jeanicha Pienaar (Grade 9),
Shandre Jansen Van Vuuren (Grade 11), and
Amahle Jili (Grade 12). The tour lasted for 10 days,
starting in Ireland.

On the first day in Ireland, they visited Trinity
College and Library, a beautiful museum, and
Shakespeare's birthplace in Stratford-upon-Avon.
They then spent time in Oxford, exploring the city
and its historical churches. The journey to London
was particularly memorable as they boarded a
cruise liner for a 7-hour trip. In London, they
enjoyed various tours, including witnessing the
changing of the guards at Buckingham Palace
and exploring the British Museum, which provided
insights into the 1500s. The visit to the Madame
Tussauds wax museum, featuring life-like wax
figures of famous celebrities like Ariana Grande,
was a highlight.

Neyuri came to the realisation that there is a vast
world beyond the borders waiting to be explored.
She expressed her happiness in sharing this
incredible journey with her amazing friends.

Jeanicha shared with us how she enjoyed the trip
to England and Ireland, seeing lots of new places
and building, visiting the Universities, staying in
hotels and the tours. She took a lot of pictures at
the Madame Tussauds wax museum. Her highlight
was the London Eye, making new friends and
shopping.

Shandre’s favourite part of the tour, despite it all
being memorable in it's own unique way, was the
Palace of Versailles located in France, Paris.

A Trip of a life-time

By entrance you're greeted by glistening
golden gates, there was even intricate
golden details on the roof once you
looked past the majestic building. She  
could honestly go on for days with the
massive neo-classical paintings upon the
ceiling in empty ballrooms and the
elegant and ethereal sculptures that
really makes the palace quite fancy.

She absolutely adored The Mercury
Room, simply because the red really
stood out to her, especially if the curtains
are closed and you're faced with this soft
glow of dim lighting, red all around while
there are these beautiful paintings on the
roof, a shiny chandelier and valuable
objects encrusted with gold.
It truly made Shandre feel like she was a
queen walking around long hallways ‘just
living her best life’, even if it was only for
a few hours.
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 FUN HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
PART 1 - DRAMA DEPARTMENT
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The harder the battle the sweeter
the vicory - Les Brown

 FUN HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
PART 2 - SPORTS DAY

A massive, heartfelt thank you, Mrs. Saley, for being the epic
mastermind behind this spectacular event!



  |    22THE RUSSELL  RAZZLE

 FUN HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
PART 3  - SO MUCH MORE...


